
HAVERHILL AT WORK 
           The Overspill Effect 

“When I started I was one of the London Overspill 
that came to the new town and when I first 
worked at Addis, a lot of them were local people. 
It was a little bit of them and us but gradually we 
all became one big happy family. I didn’t really 
make any friends until I started work there.”  Gurteens – Sally Webb, Baker 

& Austin 
Signpost – Dennis Franklin etc 
& Bill Bailey etc 
IFF Peter Lancaster & Ray 
Esdale 
Project – Jimmy Barker etc 
 

“I didn’t drive – you didn’t 
need a car in London, you 
had trains and buses on your 
doorstep. There was a bus 
from Haverhill to London 
three times a day then. We 
used to get the bus on Friday 
after work and come back on 
Sunday evening” 

Signpost Paints: “When we moved 
down here they just gave us a bunch 
of keys to go in any house we wanted. 
They wanted somebody in each court. 
The rent was something like £3.75.” 

“The London Overspill was really taking off and once W C 
French (London construction company) came in it was a 
completely different world and highly organised. We had 
four gangs of bricklayers, ten in a gang, two big gangs of 
carpenters, diggers, dumpers of all shapes, all of a sudden 
Haverhill had gone into the modern world.” (local builder) 

Town expansion meant new people, new housing estates, new employment 
opportunities and new friends. Was the upheaval of resettlement worth it? 

The start of the industrial estate, 
Bumpstead Road c1960s.  

Signpost Paints: “They brought everyone down by 
coach to look around but me and my wife came 
down on our own and got lost, never heard of 
Haverhill in my whole life. We did eventually find it 
and sorted out a house… a brand new house! 
Never in my whole life had I lived in a house with a 
bathroom, central heating… nothing like that.” 

“People knock the overspill but with 
my job it was the best thing that 
ever happened to Haverhill. We got 
proper wages and ten years solid 
work. It could not have been a 
better time for a builder.” 

“When I first came to Haverhill 
there was a sign, ‘Pioneers of 
Town Expansion’. Come 6 o’clock 
there would be nobody in the 
town, no shops open, no coffee 
bars as you have now and it 
would be dead, so quiet” 


